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AN EDITORIAL
Many members have asked about the organization and policies of the edito.
rial office. Hopefully, this communication will serve to answer some of these
questions.
The office occupies space within the division of dermatology in The Scripps
Clinic and Research Foundation. The editor, executive secretary and general
secretary all participate on a part time basis in management of the editorial
functions.
All manuscripts received are reviewed by at least two referees. If they are in
agreement regarding acceptance or rejection, the decision is thus made. If there
is disagreement, the editor may make the decision or refer it on to a third person
for another opinion. Two members of the editorial board have accepted respon-
sibility for reviewing in the areas of electron microscopy and biochemistry.
They will have primary responsibility for reviews and decisions regarding pub-
lications in these fields.
Currently, 40—50 percent of manuscripts are being rej ected. About 80 percent
of those not rejected are being returned for revision. Although revisions are
tedious and irritating, the authors have been patient and helpful in this regard.
There is little question that such a policy will result in a journal which will
represent the best efforts of those who publish in it.
We are actively acquiring a consultant editorial staff consisting of experts in
disciplines other than dermatology. About 25% of the reviews are conducted by
such individuals. The nature of our specialty takes it into such areas as micro-
biology, pharmacology, biochemistry, cytology, histochemistry, immunology,
radiobiology and biostatistics. The need for help from specialists in other disci-
plines is obvious.
The quality of a journal is almost completely dependent on the quality of the
manuscripts which it publishes. To those who ask how the journal can be im-
proved, one can only answer "submit better papers". It is the intention of the
editor and the editorial board to add a few features to the journal over the
next few years. Some of these will be as follows:
(a) editorials (mostly by invitation)
(b) comprehensive reviews
(c) occasional "letters to the editor"
(d) synopsis reports of important meetings
(e) timely reviews
The board of directors of the Society for Investigative Dermatology has
allowed an increase in the number of pages to be published during the year so
that there is now a backlog of only two months. The average time for review of
a paper is about one month. The publisher requires three months. Thus, the
time from receipt of a paper by the editor to its publication is now six months.
The first publication of this journal appeared in February, 1938. The amount
of money available for research in dermatology at that time was miniscule. Now
it is a multimillion dollar international activity employing the time and talents
of thousands of people all over the world. We hope to maintain a journal which
will present the best efforts of their investigations.
Richard B. Stoughton, M.D.
La Jolla, Calif.
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